MERLE HATHAWAY: 

CURRICULUM VITAE SUMMARY 2024
QUALIFICATIONS / AWARDS:


Distinguished Alumna, Arts, for outstanding professional achievement & outstanding
service to the community. Awarded 12 November 2020. Federation University, Ballarat


Museum Leadership Program, Melbourne Business School

Graduate Diploma Business Tourism Management, Federation University, Ballarat

Graduate Diploma Museum Studies, Deakin University

Diploma of Education, Hawthorn State College 


Diploma of Art and Design, School of Mines Ballarat
EMPLOYMENT & EXPERIENCE:
 


Director of The Artist’s Cat. - cataloguing, curatorial services and advice for artists and artists’ estates, including John Williams and Chris Nicholls estates.  Currently assisting 1970s alumni organise/curate The Prahran Legacy: Photography Becomes Art exhibition at Museum of Australian Photography 2025, and negotiations with State Library of Victoria, Magnet Galleries and Ballarat International Foto Biennale for further exhibitions 2025 - 6.

Presenter, Voice FM, of Arts Incite!,  Wednesdays 9-10am 99.9FM, Oct 2023 - now

Art Advisory Committee for WAMA (Wild Art Museum Australia). 2018 – 2024. Curatorial, collection management, cataloguing, policy writing.

Curator, The Art of Botanical Illustration, Friends of Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne, 2019-20


Catalogued Chris Nicholls collection, advisor & curator of exhibition Chris Nicholls: Landcapes of the Mind for Art Gallery of Ballarat 2011 – 2018.
 
Community Arts Facilitator, Central Goldfields Shire Council: 2014


Arts consultancy (wrote Public Arts Policy) for Hepburn Shire: 2013


Arts & Culture Coordinator, Golden Plains Shire: 2013 


Evaluator for Central Highlands LEAP project: 2012 - 13

Executive Officer of the Public Galleries Association (2009 - 2010)



Horsham Regional Art Gallery Director (1995 - 2008)


Tourism Boards, Ballarat (1 year), Sunbury (1 year) & Horsham: (9 years)


Art is ... festival committee: development, promotion, programming: 10 years


Curator/Educator, Dromkeen Children’s Literature Collection: 8 months

            
Community Arts Officer, Ballarat: 4 years (part-time).


Gallery Education Officer, Ballarat Fine Art Gallery: 10 years pt.


University of Ballarat Lecturer, Drawing: 3 years pt.


University of Ballarat Lecturer, Art Curriculum: 2 years pt.


Regional Art Craft Consultant, Ballarat region: 5 years pt.


Secondary Art Teacher, Ballarat:  7 years 


Community Radio presenter Triple B, Ballarat: 7 years

MEMBERSHIPS / BOARDS / COMMITTEES:






Heritage Advisory Committee, City of Ballarat 2024 - now


 
Interim 
Board, Voice FM Community Radio, 2024 - now

 
WAMA (National Centre for Environment Art) Art Advisory Council, 2016 -2024

Ballarat Choral Society Committee, President 2019 – 2022

The Art of Botanical Illustration 2020 Committee, Friends of Royal Botanic Gardens, Melbourne Coordinator/Curator 2019 – 2020


Ballarat Heritage Watch Committee. Secretary - now

Buninyong and District Community Association: Committee 2021-2024.


Ballarat Arts Alive: founding member 2012 - 2018

Save Civic Hall: Secretary, Media Officer, Exhibitions/Book team. 2013 – now


Voice FM, instigator and presenter of The Arts Program 2015 - 2016
 
Art Gallery of Ballarat Association Council, 2014 - 2015



Friends of Buninyong Gardens Committee: 2013 – now
 
Ballarat Rural Australians for Refugees: 2013 – now
 
Buninyong and District Community Association: 2013 – now 

Arts Management Advisory Group Board: Secretary, 2009 – 2012


Cultural Tourism Industry Group Board: 2009 - 2011


Ballarat International Foto Biennale Board: 2010 – 2012


Committee of Management, Horsham Regional Art Gallery 1995-2008


Horsham Regional Arts Association: (Chairperson) to 2008


Public Galleries Association of Victoria: Executive Officer 2008 - 2009 


International Council of Museums: 1996 - 2013

Horsham Rural City Council Public Art Advisory Committee: to Dec 2008


HRCC Project Management Advisory Group: 1997- Dec 2008


HRCC: Innovation and strategic planning committee: to Dec 2008


Triple H Community FM Radio (Presenter, Secretary & Media Officer): 1995 - Dec 2008


Wimmera Women’s Circus – performer & communications: 1995 - Dec 2008


Recorder player with Court Musicians, Measure 4 Measure, & currently Buninyong Players and U3A Recorder Group.
PROJECTS:

Curator, The Prahran Legacy: Photography becomes Art, exhibition at Museum of Australian Photography, 1 March – end May 2025, and other venues.

Project Manager of Singing Together Again for Ballarat Choral Society, 2020 - 2021

Curator of The Art of Botanical Illustration, online exhibition 19 September – 31 December 2020, for Friends of Royal Botanic Gardens, Melbourne.

 
Curator of Nature Nurturing Art, first online exhibition for WAMA Project (Wildlife Art Museum Australia), 1 September – 16 October 2020 

  
Producer of Nature Nurturing Art - Rosalind Lawson: video for WAMA exhibition 2020.

 
Curated/managed Art Meets Nature exhibition for WAMA, at Sofitel Melbourne on Collins, 6 August – 6 November 2019


Writing Civic Hall – The People’s Hall (working title) with Barbara Cytowicz & Judith Buchanan. Publishing date 2021

Planning/fundraising for Austrian performing trip for Ballarat Choral Society, 2021 - now

Volunteer for Ballarat International Foto Biennale (schools programme & invigilation of exhibitions) 2019, and Royal South Street Society (Chair, stage manager, registration, usher etc): 2018 – now

Curated Art Meets Nature exhibition for Wildlife Art Museum Australia at Lucy McEachern Gallery, November 2018 and Sofitel, Melbourne 2019

Curated My last 60 years on the streets: John Williams (1933 – 2016) Retrospective, Magnet Galleries, Melbourne. 14 June – 7 July 2018


Gathered material for & guest speaker at opening of Instant Australians? exhibition at Immigration Museum 2015 – 17. Opened 25 November 2017


Candidate for City of Ballarat Council, South Ward, 2016


Organiser & MC for Civic Hall 60th Anniversary: 20 Aug 2016

 
Light at the End… Initiated and assisted produce performance with artist / director Rose Turtle Ertler and Ballarat Rural Australians for Refugees and five refugees in Ballarat. One of 8 events of Ballarat 24-Hour Experience, November 2015

 
Co-curated exhibition The People’s Hall: Civic Hall from early concepts to future possibilities at Backspace Gallery 4 – 21 June 2015. Organised 3 public talks. Currently working on book.
 
Organised series of talks, Understanding Plants in Our Landscape, for Friends of Buninyong Botanic Gardens, 2015 (cancelled due to death of presenter)
 
Organised BAA Artsbus – Storytelling (bus trip to artists studios, meeting 4 artists and a storyteller) for Ballarat Arts Alive. 27 June 2015


Established & co-presenter of new TAP (The Arts Program) for Voice FM 2015 - 2016
 
Writing arts column for Buninyong and District Community News, 2015 - 2016

Singing with Ballarat Choral Society, Victoria Chorale & Orchestra 21 at Federation Square; Mozart’s Requiem at Collingwood Town Hall 17 September & St Patrick’s Cathedral, Ballarat,18 September 2016.
 
Organised children’s workshops / display in Harmony Week, for Ballarat Rural Australians for Refugees, 2014, 2015 and 2016.

Facilitated Museum of Truth and Lies project for Central Goldfields Shire, 2014

 
Curated Chris Nicholls: Landscapes of the Mind, Art Gallery of Ballarat 2011 – 13


Wrote Public Arts Policy for Hepburn Shire Council 2013

 
Organised Art Sparks on the Green at Smythesdale, for Golden Plains Shire and with partner Ballarat Arts Alive, November 2012


Editor of GP Arts e-newsletter for Golden Plains Shire, 2012


Helped write design brief for ArtsAtlas.com.au – website for Central Highlands arts.

Organised Shutterup education programme for Ballarat International Foto Biennale – online & actual exhibitions & wrote Education Kit 2011.

Curated and hosted 3 exhibitions for BIFB 11 Fringe at Buninyong Brewery

Organised arts events including Art Sparks at Buninyong Brewery 2011 - 2013 

Organised Towards Sustainable Galleries, two-day PGAV conference & AGM at TarraWarra Museum of Art, 24 / 25 May 2010


Development of PGAV interactive website


Development to production of PGAV e-Newsletter 2010


Printed brochure for PGAV member galleries 2009


Organisation and e-flyer for Get into Art!  2009



  
Member of organising committee for National Public Galleries Summit, QLD, 2009


Development of CTIG (Cultural Tourism Industry Group)


Planning redevelopment of Horsham Town Hall and Horsham Gallery, to Dec 2008

Gained funding for Education Officer for Horsham Art Gallery 2009 – 11


Instigated HRAA for the Arts programme for Triple H Community FM Radio


Curated Connection ~ Reflection. March – 2008, Horsham Regional Art Gallery


It happens at Horsham: promotion on truck for Horsham arts organisations, 2007


Text and printing of What to see and do in Horsham: brochure, 2007


Curated Cross Section the documentary photography of Charles Page touring Victoria, South Australia, QLD 2006 – 8.
Community Leadership Year, Wimmera Leadership project, 2006

Assisted write new Cultural Policy & Public Art Policy for Horsham 2006 - 7


Curated, Sculptors 4: Bruce Armstrong, Guy Detot, David Lewis, Paul Mason


Curated Let’s Dance exhibition, commissioned Let’s Dance: the Movie 16 short DVD’s celebrating dance in that region, funding from Festivals Australia. Nominated for Museums Australia award for community involvement. 2006

Assisted secure Horsham hosting of Australian Youth Dance Festival, 2006



Supervised installation of new hanging & lighting system, air-conditioning control system and conservation of paintings in collection with grant from Arts Victoria


Helped write submission, and assisted organisation of Meeting Place, Regional Arts Australia national conference in Horsham 


Wrote and published new flyer for Horsham Regional Art Gallery 


Curated The Sea The Sea (Horsham Regional Art Gallery & Gippsland Art Gallery, Sale)


Curated Landmarks; Horsham Regional Art Gallery 2003


Assisted write Cultural Policy for Horsham, 2003


Helped write submission for Regional Arts Australia conference, Meeting Place, Horsham 2004

            
Gained Museums Australia Accreditation for Horsham Art Gallery 1999 & 2005

                Initiated and managed phiction: lies, illusion and the phantasm in photography toured major

public galleries across Australian, 2000–3. A partnership project with La Trobe University Bendigo 

            
Planned and supervised extensions and refurbishment of HRAG 1998-2001

Planning committee of Dissolving Distance: National Regional Galleries Conference, Mildura 2001.


Established AMOL chat-line for Public Galleries Association, 2000


Wrote first Strategic Business Plan, Acquisition Policy, Marketing Plan for HRAG


Established Volunteers Network for HRAG, 1997


Initiated website for HRAG 1997 


Established a Community Gallery at HRAG, 1996


Local Government award for Best Management of a Cultural Facility, 1995


Founding organiser of Art is ...  festival, Horsham.  Media coordinator 1996 – 8, 2005 –8 

Co-ordinated Arts in the Park, 1993 &1994, Ballarat Botanic Gardens.

          
Curated Ballarat Sculpture Festival 1993

           
Strategic Arts: Live Chess Game: concept and director, 1993.

           
Established Arts Register Database for Central Highlands Region 1993-4. 

          
Coordinated Days of Discovery, for Ballarat Tourism Board, 1993                       


Established Artworks Gallery (artist-run gallery) Ballarat.  1992

           
Organised Arts Party, street and indoor performances, New Years Eve, 1992

           
Coordinator, Ballarat Next Wave Youth Arts Festival, 1990

 PUBLICATIONS, ARTICLES: (selected)
Currently writing book on Civic Hall with Barbara Cytowicz.

Rewrite of Ballarat Choral Society brochure 2019

A Business Plan for Ballarat Civic Hall, with Rod Broadbent. Feb 2018

Article on ‘Pete Blizzard Chemo Port” for Art Gallery of Ballarat journal. 2018

Articles for new Buninyong & District Newsletter 2015 – now

Co-wrote introduction panels, labels and other text for Civic Hall – The People’s Hall, Backspace Gallery, 2015

Introduction essay for Chris Nicholls – Landscapes of the Mind Art Gallery of Ballarat 2013

GP Arts e-newsletter for Golden Plains Shire
Regular articles for online Weekend Review, & media across Victoria
InSite magazine, May - June 2010 pg8.  “Going Public”


“Who’s Who of Australian Women”, 2006-2017

Visitor Research Made Easy”, Dr Sharon Dickman (Case Study), 2007


Regular “Art Matters” column for The Weekly Advertiser to 2008


ABC website: “Out of Sight” article, 2003


New brochures for Horsham Regional Art Gallery, 2000, 2003


Many Horsham articles for local, regional and national media,1995-2004
                “Dromkeen Children’s Literature Collection”, Orana, November 1994. 


"Window-Gazing: Sculpture in the Mall" Catalogue, 1993


"Analysing an Art Work: A Guide for Students", Ballarat Fine Art Gallery, 1992


“Yarrowee Walk" 1991 (text and illustrations).


"A Walking Tour Near the Gallery", B.F.A.G, 1990


"An Introductory Tour: Suggestions for Teachers", B.F.A.G, 1988


Contribution to "Art Works", Ministry of Education 1986

VIDEOS:

“John Wolseley – where an artist meets nature” for WAMA.  https://vimeo.com/795439910

“Nature Nurturing Art - Rosalind Lawson”: Video for WAMA Project website. Producer, interviewer. Published 14 September 2020. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6tUr7gUamz8&feature=youtu.be 

 
“Let’s Dance: The Movie” by Jackie Schultz. Commissioned for Horsham Regional Art Gallery & Producer, 2006

“Getting There" 1989. Produced by Alan Scarlet.  (script and production).


"Murals" 1985. Produced by The Video Unit, Mt Clear Technical School 


“Neil Douglas. The Feather in the Flood”. Produced & directed by Leonie Somerville-Smith, 2002. (Interview and research).

